06/29/2005 15:20 FAI 6123499266 PATTERSON THUENTE SKAAR ©008 



Application No. I0/6};3,551 

REMARKS 

Cladms 1-18 are pending. By this Amendment, claims 1, 7 and 13 are amended. 

riaim Rjeiections - 35 USC S 102 
Claims 1-18 of the present application stand rejected under 35 USC § 102(e) as berog 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,639,957 (CahiU-O'Brien). Applicants respectfully tiavei:;e tbis 
Injection in view of the current amendments. 

AppUcants have amended independent claims 1, 7 and 13 to clarify that Uie .iecond 
counter counts the line frequency nf an AC power line . Even though the limitation of m "AC 
power line" was recited in the preamble, a preamble to which the body of the claim re :eired, 
AppUcants have moved the specific language into the body of the claim so that there is nc doubt 
that the invention utilizes the frequaacy off of an AC power line. Applicants submit tliat the 
currently amended claims ate of no nanowa scope than those originally presented. 

AppUcants respectfully submit that the Cahill-0*Brien reference docs not anticipate the 
present claims because it does not recite the use of an AC power line to obtain a fiequenc:, count 
for comparison to the oscillator frequency count. Rather, the Cahill-O'Brien compaies the 
oscillator frequency to a time stamp obtained from an imsnsj atomic clock networktd time 
server ronning the Network Time Protocol (NTP) software (see Col. 3, lines 48-53] The 
Cahill-O'Bricn reference further notes that the time stamp can also be obtained by the trai.nmtter 
via an Internet connection to, or via a direct wireless connection, a networked serve!.- that is 
already synditonized with the Internet time server (see Col. 3, line 65 through Col. 4, Lld i 5). 

In view of the above arguments, AppUcants respectfuUy request that the lejeclroos to 
claims 1-18 imder 35 USC § 102 be withdrawn. 

In view of the foregoing, it is submitted that this q)pUcation is in condition for aUc wance. 
Favorable consideration and prompt aUowance of the appUcation are rcspectfiilly requested. 
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The Rxaininer is invited to telephone the undersigned if ttie Examiner believes it vonld 
be useful to advance prosecution. 



Customer No. 24113 

Patterson, Thiiente, Skaar & Chiistensen, P.A. 

4800 IDS Center 

80 South 8th Street 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55402-2100 

Telephone: (612)349-5750 



Respectfully submitted. 




Kimberly K. Baxter^ 
Registration No. 40,504 
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